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TASMANIA’S GREENHOUSE 
GAS REDUCTION TARGET IS 

TO CUT EMISSIONS BY AT 
LEAST 60 PER CENT BY 2050



Scientific evidence that the 
global climate is changing is 
now overwhelming. There is 
little doubt that greenhouse 
gas emissions generated 
by human activities are the 
main cause. Left unchecked, 
climate change could have 
catastrophic consequences 
around the world, including 
significant changes  
in Tasmania. 

The impacts of climate change 
will be far reaching. It will a!ect 
how and where Tasmanians live, 
our health, our economy, the 
cost of building and maintaining 
the State’s infrastructure, how 
we generate energy, and our 
unique natural systems. A 
considered approach is needed 
in response to a myriad of 
economic, social, environmental 
and ethical factors.

In response to the imperatives 
identified by climate science, 
the Tasmanian Government 
has legislated a greenhouse 
gas reduction target to cut 
emissions by at least 60 per 
cent by 2050 compared to 
1990 levels. 

This target symbolises the 
state’s intention to pull its 
weight in the global drive to 
cut greenhouse gas emissions, 
while recognising that deeper 
cuts than this may be required. 
It also provides a clear 
rationale for actions that will 
dramatically cut emissions in 
Tasmania and help ensure our 
economy, society and natural 
environment remain resilient in 
the face of a changing climate.
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Tasmanian Climate  
Action Council

The Tasmanian Climate 
Action Council (Council) 
was established on 25 March 
2009 under the Climate 
Change (State Action) 
Act 2008 (the Act). The 
Council’s purpose is to 
provide strategic, high level 
advice to the Tasmanian 
Government on emerging 
climate change issues and 
propose best practice 
solutions to the challenges 
of climate change. Council 
members are appointed 
by the Minister for Climate 
Change for a period not 
exceeding three years.

The Council’s core objective  
is to advise the government  
on climate change strategies 
for Tasmania that enable the 
state to:

 » employ creative, innovative, 
transparent and action 
based approaches to climate 
change;

 » demonstrate national and 
international leadership and 
contribute to global climate 
change solutions; and

 » capture the new social, 
economic and environmental 
opportunities presented by 
climate change.

The Council also provides 
leadership, engagement and 
education to the Tasmanian 
community on priority climate 
change issues. 

A key achievement of the 
Council during its first term was 
the provision of comprehensive 
advice in response to the 
Tasmanian Wedges Project.1 
This project was commissioned 
by government to evaluate 
what measures would need 
to be implemented to enable 
Tasmania to achieve its 
emissions reduction target. The 
Project modelled Tasmania’s 
greenhouse gas emissions 
under a business-as-usual 
scenario to 2050. It identified 
potential emission reduction 
options for each sector of the 
economy and evaluated the 
abatement potential and cost 
of each option. The project 
also considered opportunities 
for early action, barriers to 
implementation and the 
likely impact of existing and 

proposed national initiatives on 
Tasmania’s emission profile.

During 2012 this study was 
updated2 and, in both reports, 
the evidence shows that 
achieving the state’s target is 
both realistic and a!ordable. It 
is also clear that government 
policy measures alone will not 
be su"cient to bring about 
the necessary changes. Rather, 
concerted and ongoing e!orts 
are required by all sectors of 
Tasmanian society, including 
the public and private sectors 
as well as the community. 
Policy is key, but not enough  
by itself.

The Council will continue to 
advocate for appropriate action 
by all sectors of the Tasmanian 
community. However, given the 
breadth of the climate change 
agenda there is a need to focus 
on actions with the capacity 
to deliver significant and cost-
e!ective emissions reductions 
as rapidly as possible. The 
Wedges Project report provides 
the analysis needed, therefore 
no new research is required to 
identify priority areas.

On this basis, the Council has 
agreed to focus its attention on 
the following three areas during 
its current term:

1. Renewable energy

2. Energy savings for  
economic benefit

3. Climate ready agriculture

The following sections provide 
more detail about the Council’s 
aspirations and goals for these 
three areas.

1.  Available at: www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/climatechange/wedges_report 
2. Available at: www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/climatechange/what_the_government_is_doing/part_

two_review_of_the_act 



VISION FOR TASMANIA
By 2020 Tasmania will 
be widely recognised 
as a renewable energy 
powerhouse, generating 
enough renewable electricity 
to exceed its own needs  
and exporting the surplus  
via Basslink. By positioning 
itself as a low carbon, 
forward looking, renewable 
electricity producer, 
Tasmania will help grow its 
industry sectors, including 
agriculture and tourism.3 

GOALS FOR TASMANIA
Key goals for 2020 include:

 » Implementation of robust 
energy e"ciency measures 
alongside an increase in 
supply of energy generated 
from renewable sources, 
enabling 100 per cent of 
Tasmania’s annual stationary 
energy needs to be  
provided by renewable  
energy resources.

 » Tasmania to become a  
net exporter of renewable 
energy by 2020 or earlier. 

 » Regulatory challenges and 
requirements associated with 
planning and investment in 
low carbon developments and 
renewable energy projects  
to be identified, addressed 
and simplified.

 » Establishment of a fair and 
consistent feed-in tari! that 
supports and encourages 
longer-term investment in 
small and medium scale 
distributed energy generation.

 » Maximisation of Tasmania’s 
competitive advantage in 
renewable energy by:

 » further investment in 
relevant research and 
development, including 
smart grids and associated 
technologies.

 » enhanced promotion of 
Tasmania’s renewable 
energy advantages, 
including our strong 
knowledge and skills 
base as well as our 
natural energy resources 
in tidal, wind, wave and 
geothermal energy.

 » delivery of a Low Carbon 
Economic Strategy 
aligned with the State’s 
economic development 
goals, with a focus on 
capturing the economic 
opportunities from 
growing our renewable 
energy base to meet 
increasing global demand 
for low carbon goods  
and services.

Renewable 
Energy

BY 2020 TASMANIA 
WILL BE WIDELY 

RECOGNISED AS A 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 

POWERHOUSE

1

3.  This vision supports one of the Tasmanian Renewable Energy Industry Development Board’s key 2011 
recommendations that the Tasmanian Government sets a target for renewable energy development 
as follows: ‘By 2020, Tasmania will produce not less than 100 per cent of its net electricity needs from 
renewable energy and will be, on average, a net exporter of renewable electricity’. Source:  
www.development.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/47121/DEDTA_TasRenewEnergyStrat.pdf
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VISION FOR TASMANIA
By 2020, there will be 
widespread adoption of 
energy e"cient technologies 
and practices in new and 
existing buildings across 
Tasmania. Average energy 
consumption will have 
measurably declined for 
both households and 
businesses, while levels of 
thermal comfort and utility 
will be improved. 

Tasmania’s transport system 
and our travel patterns will 
be measurably less carbon 
intensive by 2020, ensuring 
that Tasmania is on-track 
to largely decarbonise its 
transport system by 2050. 
Amongst other things, this 
will involve changes to 
the relationships between 
transport, travel and land-
use planning, as well as 
improvements to transport 
technology, infrastructure, 
services and facilities.

GOALS FOR TASMANIA
Key 2020 goals for domestic 
and commercial property 
include:

 » Planning and implementation 
of an ambitious, phased 
introduction of incrementally 
more rigorous energy 
e"ciency standards for:

 » All Class 1 buildings 
(detached house, unit or 
town house).

 » All Class 2 buildings 
(apartments).

 » Class 10a buildings (such 
as garage) that have a 
conditioned space (heated 
or cooled) attached to a 
Class 1 building.

 » new work on an existing 
residential building such 
as additions, extensions 
and alterations.

 » Adoption of an electricity 
pricing regime for residential 
tari!s to reward energy 
e"cient homes, and minimise 
costs for low income power 
consumers.

 » Maintenance of an attractive 
feed-in tari! for small and 
medium-scale renewable 
energy generators.

 » A high take up of energy 
e"ciency education 
opportunities by practitioners 
and trades involved in 
planning, design, fit out  
and delivery of domestic  
and commercial property.

 » Adoption of best practice 
approaches in energy 
e"ciency across government 
and the community including:

 » All commercial buildings 
will meet or exceed 
stringent minimum 
energy, water and waste 
standards (NABERS 4.5 
stars for existing buildings; 
NABERS 5 stars rating for 
new buildings).

 » Electric storage hot water 
systems will no longer be 
available for purchase and 
incentives to upgrade hot 
water systems will be on 
o!er.

 » Mandatory disclosure 
of energy e"ciency, 
including information 
about heat loss of hot 
water systems and how to 
avoid it, will occur at point 
of property sale or lease.

 » Mandatory energy 
e"ciency standards will 
be applied to installation 
of major appliances in 
rental properties.

 » Use of demonstration 
projects to showcase a range 
of topics, such as energy 
e"cient building and precinct 
design (building energy as 
well as transport and amenity 
considerations).

Energy Savings  
IRU�(FRQRPLF�%HQHŵW
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BY 2020, THERE WILL 
BE WIDESPREAD 

ADOPTION OF 
ENERGY EFFICIENT 

TECHNOLOGIES

Energy Savings  
IRU�(FRQRPLF�%HQHŵW

Key goals for travel and 
transport include:

 » A long term strategy on how 
to decarbonise Tasmania’s 
transport system and travel 
patterns to be mapped out 
by 2015 and commenced by 
2020. The strategy will be 
developed collaboratively 
(involving a range of key 
stakeholders) since there are 
a number of complementary 
social, economic and 
environmental benefits  
to pursuing sustainable 
transport actions. The 
strategy will address: 

 » The relationships between 
transport, travel and land-
use planning at local and 
regional scales;

 » The relationships between 
the strategy and other 
local, regional and state 
plans, strategies and 
policies;

 » Maximisation of 
the benefits of the 
NBN for improving 
transport e"ciencies 

(e.g. development of 
alternatives to travel such 
as videoconferencing for 
some work, health and 
educational purposes);

 » Active travel modes, 
especially, walking and 
cycling in urban areas;

 » Improvements to public 
transport attractiveness, 
including integrated 
ticketing and improved 
information provision 
(including real-
time systems); and 
consideration of additional 
complementary public 
transport opportunities 
into the future;

 » Community transport 
provision;

 » Vehicle e"ciency, 
including a focus on 
low emission vehicles, 
alternative fuels, levels 
of vehicle occupancy, 
alternative vehicle 
ownership, share or  
hire schemes;

 » Driver behaviour  
and e"ciency; and

 » Parking.

 » Improved travel behaviour 
data collection, monitoring 
and research across 
geographic scales, and  
socio-economic and 
demographic groups to  
better inform transport 
planning and decision  
making across Tasmania.
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VISION FOR TASMANIA
By 2020, investment in 
research, better provision 
of information, tools and 
advice to farmers and land 
owners and adoption of 
low emissions practices 
will have helped Tasmania’s 
agricultural and food 
sectors to reduce emissions 
intensity. Tasmania will be 
leveraging the marketing 
and economic resilience 
benefits of transition to low 
carbon food production and 
its high value produce will be 
increasingly competitive in 
world markets.

GOALS FOR TASMANIA
Key goals for 2020 include:

 » Achievement of a dramatic 
increase in the skills and 
knowledge found in 
Tasmania’s agricultural sector 
in relation to energy-e"cient 
farming techniques as well 
as technologies that have 
the capacity to reduce and 
sequester emissions through 
farming practices. 

 » Preparation by the 
agricultural sector to enable 
it to capitalise on existing 
and emerging opportunities 
available through national 
and/or international  
carbon markets.

 » Participation by Tasmanian 
researchers and practitioners 
in a range of relevant local, 
national and/or international 
research programs designed 
to identify new or improved 
approaches to reducing 
emissions from, and the 
emissions-intensity  
of, agriculture.

 » A significant increase in 
awareness and uptake of 
renewable energy technology 
systems that benefit farm  
and rural communities.

Climate Ready  
Agriculture

INVESTMENT IN 
RESEARCH...WILL 
HELP TASMANIA’S 

AGRICULTURE AND 
FOOD SECTORS TO 
REDUCE EMISSIONS 

INTENSITY
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Tasmanian Climate  
Action Council Members

PROFESSOR  
LESLEY HUGHES 
Chair

Professor Lesley Hughes is an 
ecologist in the Department 
of Biological Sciences at 
Macquarie University and 
an expert on the impacts of 
climate change on species 
and ecosystems. She is the 
Australian Representative on 
the United Nations Convention 
on Biological Diversity Ad 
Hoc Technical Expert Group 
on Biodiversity and Climate 
Change, Co-convenor of 
the Terrestrial Biodiversity 
Climate Change Adaptation 
Research Network, a member 
of the Wentworth Group of 
Concerned Scientists,  

a member of Climate Scientists 
Australia and former Chair of 
the NSW Scientific Committee. 

She is one of six federal 
Climate Commissioners and 
a member of the Land Sector 
Carbon and Biodiversity Board. 
She is a Lead Author on the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) Fourth 
and Fifth Assessment Reports. 
Her research on the impacts of 
climate change on biodiversity 
has been published extensively 
in peer-reviewed journals.

JESS FEEHELY 
Deputy Chair

Jess Feehely is a solicitor 
who is currently working as 
the Principal Lawyer at the 
Environmental Defenders O"ce 
(Tasmania). She has previously 
worked as a Legal Advisor 
for the Wantok Environment 
Centre in Vanuatu and as an 
Environment and Planning 
solicitor in private practice.  
Jess is a founding member of 
the Tasmanian Coastal Alliance. 

In addition to holding a 
Bachelor of Laws with first class 
honours, Jess has a Bachelor 
of Environmental Science 
majoring in social policy and 
development. In her current 
role she provides advice on 
environmental and planning 
issues, undertakes community 
legal education activities and 
advocates on environmental 
and planning law reform.
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PAUL GILDING
Paul Gilding has 30 years’ 
experience of sustainability 
issues as a corporate 
adviser, leading activist 
and businessman, and is an 
established global thought 
leader. 

Mr Gilding was formerly 
Executive Director of 
Greenpeace Australia 
and Executive Director of 
Greenpeace International. He 
has also been the owner and 
CEO of Ecos Corporation and 
Easy Being Green, and has 
advised leading companies 
such as DuPont, Ford Motor 
Company, BHP Billiton, Fonterra 
and Diageo. Mr Gilding serves 
on the Global Core Faculty of 
the Prince of Wales’ Business 
and the Environment Program 
run by Cambridge University. 

He is also founding director 
of a number of non-profit 
organisations including The 
Inspire Foundation, Climate 
Coolers and the Australian 
Business Community Network. 
He regularly publishes papers 
and his book, “The Great 
Disruption”, was published 
in April 2011. He is a regular 
speaker at conferences around 
the world. Paul and his family 
recently moved to a blueberry 
farm in Petcheys Bay in 
southern Tasmania.

CHRIS HARRIES
Chris Harries is an 
environmental educator 
working in the non-government 
sector and has extensive 
experience in managing award-
winning sustainable energy, 
energy conservation and 

behaviour change programs. 
He has been a leader in 
fostering the development 
of a network of ‘sustainable 
living’ communities in Tasmania 
and in the implementation of 
suburban rooftop solar projects. 
He is a trained Home Energy 
Assessor and is the author of 
the ever popular Tasmanian 
Home Energy Guide. 

Chris is an active member 
of the Peak Oil Tasmania 
Education Committee. He 
has participated in Australian 
Government and State 
Government sponsored 
sustainability projects 
and recently spent two 
years assisting a provincial 
empowerment program in 
Papua New Guinea.

DR JAMES RISBEY
James Risbey is a Senior 
Research Scientist with CSIRO 
Marine and Atmospheric 
Research and the Centre 
for Australian Weather and 
Climate Research. He is also an 
associate editor with the journal 
Monthly Weather Review. 

Dr Risbey received his Ph.D. 
in climatology from the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and has worked on 
climate variability and change 
issues in the US, the Netherland 
and Australia. His research 
is broadly concerned with 
the development and use of 
climate information for societal 
applications. He is interested 
in the characterisation and 
communication of uncertainty 
in science, and on quality 
assessment of climate models.

GREG JOHANNES
Greg Johannes is currently  
the Deputy Secretary of Policy 
within the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet. Greg has 
wide ranging management and 
leadership experience across 
the Australian corporate and 
Commonwealth and state 
public sectors. He was Deputy 
Secretary of the Department 
of Economic Development for 
four years where he led a team 
of 120 sta! in seven locations 
across the State. He spent the 
first 12 years of his career in 
Perth and Canberra, working in 
senior management positions 
in the Australian mining and 
manufacturing industries and in 
the Department of Defence.

Greg is a graduate with First 
Class Honours from the 
University of Tasmania and 
is President of Relationships 
Australia – Tasmania and 
the Tasmanian Division 
of the Institute of Public 
Administration Australia, and 
a Director on the boards of 
the Antarctic Climate and 
Ecosystems Cooperative 
Research Centre and the 
Institute of Marine and 
Antarctic Studies.

DR NICK TOWLE
Dr Nick Towle is a Medical 
Doctor based in Burnie with an 
active interest in sustainability 
and climate change. He is a 
lecturer at the University of 
Tasmania, Rural Clinical School 
where he is also a sustainability 
representative. Current research 
interests include the impacts 
of climate change and peak 
oil on the health of individuals 
and communities and positive 
adaptive responses to these 

Tasmanian Climate  
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global challenges. Nick also has 
training in Home Sustainability 
Assessment.

Nick has been active in Doctors 
for the Environment Australia 
as a Committee member over 
several years involving policy 
development and advocacy on 
national environmental health 
issues. He is a presenter with 
the Al Gore Climate Reality 
Project. In addition to public 
presentations he has lead a 
range of school and home 
sustainability projects. 

DR ANNA LYTH
Dr Anna Lyth is a Senior 
Research Fellow in 
Sustainability, in the School of 
Geography and Environmental 
Studies at the University of 
Tasmania. Anna has worked 
on urban sustainability and 
regional planning issues in 
research, education, consulting, 
and advocacy roles across 
sectors. 

Projects have included 
pioneering work for the 
Australian Government on 
climate change adaptation 
capacity building in the built 
environment sector, integrated 
assessment of climate 
change vulnerability, and the 
implications of social change 
for sustainable transport 
planning. 

She has recently led a number 
of Tasmanian strategic 
sustainability and natural 
resource management projects, 
including the inaugural 
University of Tasmania 
Sustainable Transport Strategy 
2012-16.

Anna has a comprehensive 
understanding of Australian 
urban systems and the 
integrated implications of 
social, environmental and 
economic change. She 
has a strong national and 
international network of 
contacts in the field of  
climate change and urban 
transport and holds 
international and national 
awards in both these areas. 

PROFESSOR  
JAN MCDONALD
Professor Jan McDonald is 
Professor of Environmental Law 
at the University of Tasmania. 
Before joining the University 
of Tasmania Faculty of Law in 
2011, she was Director of Gri"th 
University’s Climate Change 
Response Program, and led 
Gri"th’s successful bid to host 
the National Climate Change 
Adaptation Research Facility 
(NCCARF). 

As NCCARF’s Interim Director, 
she worked with researchers 
and stakeholders across the 
country to identify Australia’s 
climate adaptation research 
needs in human health, 
settlements and infrastructure, 
emergency management, 
marine biodiversity and 
resources and terrestrial 
biodiversity. 

Jan has published across a 
wide range of environmental 
law topics, has worked for the 
United Nations Development 
Program in the Pacific, and 
has consulted to local and 
State government, non-
government organisations, and 

the governments of Solomon 
Islands and Vanuatu. Her 
current research spans the 
legal and policy dimensions 
of climate change adaptation, 
including urban planning and 
coastal management, liability 
and insurance issues.

ROBERT NICHOLS
In 1986, Robert and his father 
started to produce and market 
free-range eggs. This was the 
birth of Nichols Poultry and the 
continuation of a long family 
history in poultry production. 
The business currently 
produces approximately 
30 per cent of Tasmania’s 
chicken and turkey meat and 
directly employs about 100 
people. Nichols Poultry has a 
strong association with good 
environmental practice.

In 2007, Robert installed a 
medium scale wind turbine 
to generate the power 
requirements of the processing 
factory. This development 
helped the sustainability of the 
business by providing 50 per 
cent of its electrical energy 
requirements. It also led to 
the establishment of Blowing 
in the Wind Pty Ltd, which 
specialises in the procurement, 
construction, service and 
maintenance of medium scale 
wind turbine generators.

In 2011, Robert Nichols  
was awarded a Nu"eld 
Farming scholarship to  
study renewable energy as  
an alternative farm income.
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