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An open letter to Parliamentary Leaders

Need for a nonpartisan approach to climate change in Tasmania

In the wake of the Paris Agreement and in light of current and potential damage caused by climate
change to Tasmania’s communities and economy, we appeal to you to take a fresh, cooperative
approach to a long-term climate change strategy for Tasmania.

You will be aware that just a few weeks ago a wide spectrum of national interest groups, including
energy businesses and unions, jointly appealed for political leaders to work together on national
energy reform. You will also know that Australia’s financial regulator (APRA) has more recently
warned that climate change poses a material risk to Australia’s entire financial system and that it is
unsafe for companies to ignore climate risks.

Extreme weather events of 2016 should serve as a wake-up call. We ask that you act decisively on

the understanding that climate change will become the main determinant of Tasmania’s future
prosperity. It may be that already; in recent times climate change has adversely affected infrastructure
and operations of fisheries, Tasrail, Hydro Tasmania, the farming community and national parks.

Yet the prevailing cultural attitude in Tasmania is that we are a low-risk part of the world and can
take a softly-softly approach to climate change, resulting in poor risk management throughout the
economy. Successive administrations have failed to follow up on the Lennon government’s climate
initiatives of 2007-08. Climate change strategies developed under one administration have been
summarily shelved under a new one.

We appeal to you to recognise that our capacity to respond adequately to the challenge of climate
change is being threatened by adversarial political processes. For the sake of our communities and
businesses and the protection of our progeny, our natural assets and our future prosperity,
Tasmania’s political leaders must put aside their differences to find substantial and lasting solutions
to this over-arching challenge.

Yours sincerely,
-

VS

Mel Fitzpatrick
On behalf of board members, Climate Tasmania
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